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DETAILS               

Fall 2021 
Mondays & Wednesdays | On-demand learning between 8:30 & 20:30 

Sig Langegger PhD 
slangegger@aiu.ac.jp | slangegger.com  

Zoom Room (ZR) 
I will hold open ended zoom meetings (ZRs) once a week. ZRs are open to anyone 
currently enrolled in one of  my classes. I will communicate the day and time of  each ZR 
one week prior to its commencement. The days and times of  ZRs are to remain subject 
to change so that the needs of  my students and my irregular schedule may be 
accommodated. 

The best way to contact me is to email me. 
Title your email GEO 150. 

DESCRIPTION              

Translated from Greek, geography means writing about the earth, or simply earth 
writing. In less poetic terms, geography is an academic field that includes the study of  the 
spatial patterns of  both human and physical phenomena. By bridging both social and 
environmental sciences, geographers are uniquely suited to provide insight into complex 
spatial interactions that manifest as disease pandemics, climate change, urban design, and 
cultural complexes. 

Drawing from the academic disciplines of  geography and epidemiology, this course 
unpacks the transmission of  disease in human populations. It utilizes geographic 
concepts such as locality, place, territory, and diffusion to help students understand why 
epidemics occur and how they often transmute into pandemics. Students will gain insight 
into pathogenic spaces by first studying the emergence of  the fields of  epidemiology and 
public health. Then they will learn how during the past 1000 years human settlement 
patterns, colonization patterns, and patterns of  commerce and conflict rapidly diffused 
diseases on global scales. Later in the term, through a focus on modes of  transmission, 
students will then gain insight into 20 different diseases, the spaces that fostered them, 
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the routes that accelerated their diffusion, and the public health measures aimed at 
mitigating their effects. 

Though scheduled for Tuesdays and Thursdays between 9:00 and 11:45, this class, will be 
delivered and accessible through time-independent modules on AIMS. Each module will 
require approximately one hour and fifteen minutes of  student engagement through 
recorded lectures, quizzes, and lecture forums. This course is uncoupled from the space 
of  a classroom, and it is uncoupled from the time of  a class period. Students will have 12 
hours a day for four days a week (Tuesday through Friday) to complete course modules. 
Students who wish to devote the scheduled class time to completing modules are 
welcomed to do so. Students who prefer to fit the modules into their daily/weekly 
schedule are welcomed to do so. The module schedule is accessible on this course’s 
AIMS page. 

OBJECTIVES              
     

Upon completion of  this course students will: 

1. Have gained insight into the academic discipline of  geography. 
2. Have gained insight into  the science of  epidemiology. 
3. Have gained insight into the field of  public health. 
4. Have gained a deep understanding of  20 diseases transmitted in human 

populations. 
5. Be able to think spatially about human environment interactions that foster and 

accelerate the diffusion of  disease pathogens. 
6. Be comfortable using geographical and epidemiological terminology in written 

communication. 

AILA ELEMENTS                

Like applied international liberal arts, the academic field of  geography pivots on 
interconnectivity. Geography foregrounds spatial specificity within a wider understanding 
of  physical, biological, cultural, and economic connectivity. My geography courses 
emerge from my anthropological research methods, my sociological reasoning, the 
pragmatism I gained in studying urban planning, in operating an award winning 
restaurant, and in real estate development.  

This course roots in the geographical term teleconnection. In physical geography 
teleconnection refers to the complex relationships between oceanic and atmospheric 
anomalies over great distances. In human geography teleconnection is about complex 
relationships between time, space, people, and events.  

Finally, I foreground a pedagogy called writing to learn. This is a reading and writing rich 
course. Therefore, it will aid and abet students in developing the core communication 
skills necessary to prepare for and produce their capstone research project. 

READING               

Required Book 
The Alas of  Disease: Mapping Deadly Epidemics and Contagion from the Plague to the 
Zika Virus; Sandra Hempel 

Suggested Book 
Epidemics and Society: From the Black Death to the Present; Frank M. Snowden 
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Both books are available as eBooks through the Nakajima Library. Access is unlimited; 
however there is a limit on the number of  pages downloaded. I suggest purchasing the 
required book. This way you can highlight and make notes to a permanent and personal 
copy. 

ASSESSMENT              

Quizzes   30  
Reading Responses  26  
Forum Participation  14 
Midterm Exam   14 
Final Exam   14 

Total Points Possible  100   

Quizzes 
There will be a short, timed quiz after most lectures. Quizzes cover lecture material. They 
will comprise essay questions.  

Reading Responses 
Reading responses assess students’ ability to synthesize material presented in lectures 
with material presented in the readings. Reading responses are homework assignments 
and will be assigned via communication through AIMS.  

Forum Participation 
I will gauge and assess student participation in lecture forums. Lecture forums are to be 
found on our AIMS page under each lecture. Lecture forums comprise an assessable 
component of  student participation. I will maintain a log detailing each student’s 
engagement in each lecture forum. In formulating students’ grades for lecture forums, I 
will consider the following factors: applicability to discussion at hand, thoughtfulness, 
thoroughness, and scholarly tone. 

Midterm Exam 
The midterm will cover material presented in lectures and in the reading assignments. It 
will cover terms, concepts, and theories as well as regional specifics presented during the first part 
of  the term. It will comprise short answer and essay questions. Aside from an 
exceptional situation as outlined in the Student Handbook, There will be no chance to 
make up the midterm exam. 

Final Exam 
The final will cover material presented in lectures and in the reading assignments. It will 
cover terms, concepts and theories covered during the entire semester and regional specifics 
presented during the second part of  the term. It will comprise short answer and essay 
questions. Aside from an exceptional situation as outlined in the Student Handbook, 
there will be no chance to make up the final exam. 

ASSESSMENT POLICIES             

Format Requirements 
All written assignments must include the following in the upper left corner of  the first 
page: Student’s name, student ID number, assignment name, and due date. All 
assignments must be formatted in the following manner: double spaced, font size of  11 
or 12 point, standard margins, and an indented first line for each paragraph. 
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Submission Requirements 
Students are expected to submit some written assignments, including forum posts, 
webinar posts, and discussion questions on the AIMS platform. Students must email 
other written work including webinar and other papers to me at slangegger@aiu.ac.jp. 

Makeup Work 
Aside from exceptional situations, there will be no chance to make up missed exams or 
quizzes or turn assignments in past their due day/time. Proof  of  an exceptional situation 
must be submitted to me in writing and signed by the appropriate authority within 24 
hours of  the beginning of  the missed exam. I reserve the right to define an exceptional 
situation and furthermore to make all final decisions relating to amending, redoing, or 
making up late, incomplete, or not-completed work. 

GENERAL POLICIES             

Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty consists of  plagiarism, cheating, fabrication and falsification, 
multiple submission of  the same work, misuse of  academic materials, and complicity in 
the academic dishonesty other others. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. 

In accord with AIU policies and good practices in higher education, acts of  academic 
dishonesty will result in the failure of  the course at a minimum. An act of  academic 
dishonesty during the final examination or assignment in lieu of  the final examination 
will result in failure of  all courses registered in the relevant academic term. All cases of  
academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of  Academic Affairs. 
Attendance 
Learning is an ongoing process; one that builds upon previously acquired insights and 
skills. Consistent and engaged attendance is vital for success in this and all college 
courses. I will sanction attendance by tracking assignments and random roll calls. I 
reserve the right to deal with or exceptional or extended absences, on a case-by-case 
basis. 

Special Needs 
If  you require accommodations, please alert me of  your needs on the first day of  class so 
that I can work within Akita International University policies to adequately provide them.  

Civility & Classroom Decorum 
Silence all cell phones, beepers, etc. during class. Speaking on cell phones, texting, or 
using electronic equipment in any way that is not directly related to class (i.e., taking 
notes, using a translation program during lectures, etc.) is strictly prohibited.  

Student Participation 
Learning is a participatory process; therefore student contribution to class is important. 
This course is based in large measure on critical thinking and class discussion. 
Disagreement is part of  these processes. Colleagues can disagree and maintain respect for 
each other and one another’s views. I insist that we strive to learn from the differences 
that manifest while debating the merit of  theoretical and empirical evidence by 
maintaining an atmosphere of  civility during discussion. I will sanction participation by 
tracking of  individual student contribution to the in-class learning environment.  
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SCHEDULE               

Medical Geography                            
Sept 6   Geography - The Study of  Space 
Sept 8   The Social Production of  Space 
Reading    The Atlas of  Disease: Introduction 

Sept 13   Epidemiology 
Sept 15   European Medical Traditions 
Reading    The Atlas of  Disease: Diphtheria 

Sept 20   The Emergence of  Public Health 
Sept 22   The Sanitation Movement 
Reading    The Atlas of  Disease: Influenza 

Sept 27   The Germ Theory of  Disease 
Sept 29   Colonization & Disease 
Reading    The Atlas of  Disease: SARS 
   
Oct 4   Warfare & Disease 
Oct 6   Segregation & Disease 
Reading    The Atlas of  Disease: Measles 

Airborne Transmission (Everyone)         
Oct 11   No Class 
Oct 13   Hansen’s Disease: Stigma & Quarantine 
Reading    The Atlas of  Disease: Smallpox 

Oct 18   Smallpox: Empire & Vaccine  
Oct 20   Tuberculosis: The Romance of  Consumption 
Reading    The Atlas of  Disease: Leprosy 

Oct 25   Tuberculosis: The Industrial Era & Sanitariums  
Oct 27   Midterm Exam 
Reading   The Atlas of  Disease: Tuberculosis 

Waterborne Transmission (the Poor)        
Nov 1   Cholera: Climate Change & Teleconnection 
Nov 3   Cholera: Class & Race 
Reading   The Atlas of  Disease: Cholera 

Nov 8   Cholera: Cities, El Tor, Haiti 

Vectored Transmission (the  Invisible)        
Nov 10   Plague: Complex Diffusion 
Reading   The Atlas of  Disease: Plague 

Nov 15   Yellow Fever: The Haitian Revolution 
Nov 17   Malaria: Technological Hubris 
Reading   The Atlas of  Disease: Yellow Fever 

Human to Human Transmission (the Other)       
Nov 22   Ebola: Cultural Practices & The Wildland Urban Interface 
Nov 24   Ebola: Diffusion, Reaction, Shadow Cities 
Reading    The Atlas of  Disease: Zika 
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Nov 29   HIV/AIDS: A Disease of  Poverty in South Africa 
Dec 1   HIV/AIDS: A Gay Disease in the USA 
Reading  The Atlas of  Disease: HIV/AIDS 

Emerging & Reemerging Diseases         
Dec 6   Polio: Sanitation & Eradication 
Dec 8   Public Distrust in Public Health 
Reading    The Atlas of  Disease: Typhoid 

Dec 13  Final Exam  


	In accord with AIU policies and good practices in higher education, acts of academic dishonesty will result in the failure of the course at a minimum. An act of academic dishonesty during the final examination or assignment in lieu of the final examination will result in failure of all courses registered in the relevant academic term. All cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of Academic Affairs.

